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Local Agency Specifications
What We Know…

What We Want to Know…

• Specifications – What, Where, How

• On-System Requirements

• Off-System Requirements

• Critical Components

• Proprietary Products



Using Local Agency Specs
and Contract Language

• First and Foremost, we ALL need to 
remember that these are Local Agency 
Contracts

• Still true when FDOT and Federal funds are 
involved

• Local Agencies have their own policies, 
procedures, standards, processes, 
ordinances, etc.



Using OLD FDOT Stuff

• Local Agency Archives

•A Library Link on the FDOT State Specs 
Office Web Site

•Available for Agencies, Designers & 
Contractors

•May NOT be Used on SHS/NHS Projects

•No Longer FDOT Specs for Coordination 
& Updating



Using NEW FDOT Stuff

• Current Standard Specifications for Road & Bridge 
Construction

• Supplemental Specifications (The Latest & Greatest) 
from the FDOT Workbook of Implemented 
Modifications

• Beginning January 2015, bi-annual implementation of 
the Standard Specifications eBook.



LAP Project Classifications

• LAP project classification determines 
application of:
 design criteria and standards
 construction specifications
 materials testing requirements

• Four classifications applied- A, B, C, D

• Classifications are determined by three 
primary factors:
1) highway system location (SHS/NHS/Local)
2) total project cost
3) bridge/structures scope components



LAP Project Classifications

CLASS A

 SHS- on the State Highway System aka within 
FDOT right of way

NHS- on the National Highway System

Project Classifications
Design Criteria 
and Standards

Specifications Materials

Class A
On the State or 
National Highway 
Systems

FDOT Plans 
Preparation 
Manual  and 
FDOT Design 
Standards

FDOT Standard 
Specifications 
for Road & 
Bridge 
Construction

Samples 
Testing and 
Reporting 
Guide and 
FDOT Materials 
Manual 

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/Implemented/SpecBooks/default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/statematerialsoffice/navigation/documents.shtm


LAP Project Classifications

CLASS B

Off-system = local roadway (local right of way)

 Estimated construction value of $10 million or 
greater

Project Classifications
Design Criteria 
and Standards

Specifications Materials

Class B
Off the State and 
National Highway 
Systems with an 
estimated 
construction value of 
$10 million or greater.

FDOT Plans 
Preparation 
Manual  and 
FDOT Design 
Standards

FDOT Standard 
Specifications 
for Road & 
Bridge 
Construction

Samples 
Testing and 
Reporting 
Guide and 
FDOT Materials 
Manual 

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/Implemented/SpecBooks/default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/statematerialsoffice/navigation/documents.shtm


LAP Project Classifications

CLASS C

Off-system = local roadway (local right of way)

 Includes specific structural components:

Project Classifications
Design Criteria 
and Standards

Specifications Materials

Class C
Off the State and National 
Highway Systems and 
includes structural 
components:
 vehicular bridge
 pedestrian bridge over 

a roadway
 box culvert meeting the 

definition of a bridge as 
stated in 23 CFR 305

1) For structures 
components, use 
the FDOT Plans 
Preparation 
Manual and FDOT 
Design Standards

2) For all other 
components, use 
the Florida 
Greenbook

1) For the structures 
components, FDOT 
Standard 
Specifications

2) For all other 
components, LAP 
Big 4 or approved 
Local Agency Specs

1) For structures 
components, use 
the Samples 
Testing and 
Reporting Guide
and FDOT Materials 
Manual

2) For all other 
components, use 
Local Agency 
materials testing 
process

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title23/23cfr650_main_02.tpl
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/Implemented/SpecBooks/default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/Implemented/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/statematerialsoffice/navigation/documents.shtm


LAP Project Classifications
CLASS D

Off-system local roadway (local right of way)

May include structural components not found 
in Class C

Project Classifications
Design Criteria 
and Standards

Specifications Materials

Class D
Off the State and National 
Highway Systems, may 
include structural 
components:
 pedestrian bridges not 

over a roadway
 bridges on shared use 

path not over a roadway
 box culverts that do not 

meet the definition of a 
bridge as stated in 23 CFR 
305

Florida Greenbook

-OR-

Approved Minimum 
Design Standards 
chosen by local 
agency which 
conform to the 
minimum standards 
provided in Florida 
Greenbook

LAP Big 4

-OR-

Approved Local 
Agency Specs

Local Agency 
materials testing 
process

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title23/23cfr650_main_02.tpl


State or National Highway 
System Projects

• Follow FDOT requirements
Must use the latest version of the FDOT specs covering 

Division II (Construction Methods)

Division III (Materials)

National Highway System (NHS) projects per 23 CFR 637.201-205:

• all NHS projects must use the approved states’ design criteria, 
specifications, and quality assurance programs (CPAM)

• FDOT standards reviewed by FHWA annually

• FDOT process is the only process "approved" for application on the 
NHS by FHWA



Off-System

• Off-System - Projects not located on the State Highway System 
(SHS) or the National Highway System (NHS)

• Follow Local Agency design parameters as long as federal 
requirements are met
• Florida Greenbook

• AASHTO Criteria

• Use local agency General Condition specifications (Division I).

• Use local agency construction method and material specifications 
different than FDOT’s, except in the areas of the “Big Four.”

Note - Most local projects contain
verbiage similar to “All construction
must conform to the latest FDOT
standards and specifications”, so you’re
already covered.



Off-System – On-System
The “Big Four”

GOAL:  To provide Specs with simplified testing and acceptance criteria, 
while recognizing differences in project complexity and contract 
administration approach between FDOT and Local Agencies

• Written for anticipated, off-system project scopes (i.e. mainly rails to trails, 
bikeways, sidewalks, etc.) to cover:
Earthwork
Asphalt
Concrete
Landscaping

• Modifications to the “Big Four” may be used, but all changes must be 
approved by the FDOT.



Off-System vs On-System



Division I Specifications for Local Use
• Division One Specifications for Local Agencies

documents developed for incorporation into LAP 
construction project bid packages.

• Provides standard contract language for items 
found on the LAP Construction Checklist (Form No. 
525-010-44) that also appear in the FDOT Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.

• Language conforms to contractual requirements for use on 
Federal-Aid Highway Program projects. Already undergone 
FHWA review as part of the annual state QA/QC program 
approvals process.



This is what the Div 1 Specs 
looks like when you open it

Notice this tidy 
disclaimer



Division I Specifications for Local Use
Two versions of the LADIV1 document are available 
for use on LAP projects:

1) LADIV1-OFFSYS is for off-system projects
 Use for CLASS C non-structures and CLASS D

2) LADIV1-ONSYS is for use on SHS/NHS

 Use for CLASS A, B, and C structures
 This version includes the required language for Division 2 and 

Division 3 specifications for on-system projects



Division I Specifications for Local Use
Between the two versions of the LADIV1 document 
available for use on LAP projects:

 Not ALL specifications included in the documents 
are required for each LAP project.

 It is easier to omit those non-applicable 
requirements as needed rather than hunt for all 
of the required contractual items individually!

 Not ALL 39 specifications identified on the LAP 
Construction Checklist are included in the 
LAPDIV1 documents.

 Some requirements must be specific to your 
agency!



Division I Specifications for Local Use

• The LADIV1 files are located on the Departments ‘Specs 
on the Web’ at: 
https://www2.dot.state.fl.us/SpecificationsPackage/Packa
ge/Workbook/LAPSpecificationSelection.aspx.

• Specs on the Web is a web application that creates 
specification packages based off current FDOT 
specifications for transportation projects including 
provisions that are required with Federal-Aid projects.

• Each LADIV1 file is downloadable as a Microsoft WORD file 
and may be formatted or edited as needed.

https://www2.dot.state.fl.us/SpecificationsPackage/Package/Workbook/LAPSpecificationSelection.aspx








Specifications for Local Projects 



Specifications for Local Projects 



Specifications for Local Projects 

 Click the box applicable to the bid package you are assembling.

 Choose the version that corresponds to your letting date-
 01/16 = projects let after January 1, 2016
 07/16 = projects let after July 1, 2016



This is what the Div 1 Specs 
looks like when you open it



Division II and III Specifications
for Local Projects 

Browse Them … Try Them … You Might Like Them!!



Supplemental Specifications for Local Projects



Specifications Packages for Local Agencies

Click “Merge Specifications” in Specs on the Web and VOILA!! 



Specifications Packages for Local Agencies

One document with all your selections to be saved on your 
computer in an editable WORD file (.doc)



Resources and Guidance
• LAP Manual

• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/Default.shtm
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAP_TOC.shtm

• LAP Bulletins
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/Default.shtm
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAPMemos/default.shtm

• LAP Checklist for Construction
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/Default.shtm

• http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/proceduraldocuments/forms/informs/52501044.pdf

• Specifications Guidelines Documents
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/Implemented/LAP/Default.shtm
• On-System
• Off-System
• Design Build

• LAP Project Review – Asked and Answered Documents (A&As)
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAPCOP/default.shtm
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAPCOP/DefaultAA.shtm

• State Specifications Office Web Site
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/specs.shtm

• Specs on the Web
• https://www2.dot.state.fl.us/SpecificationsPackage/Utilities/Membership/login.aspx

• Invitation to Innovation
• http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/Innovation/

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAP_TOC.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAPMemos/default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/proceduraldocuments/forms/informs/52501044.pdf
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/Implemented/LAP/Default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAPCOP/default.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/LAP/LAPCOP/DefaultAA.shtm
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/specs.shtm
https://www2.dot.state.fl.us/SpecificationsPackage/Utilities/Membership/login.aspx
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/officeofdesign/Innovation/


Where can you get more info on TSPs?

• District Specifications Engineers have access 
to library of TSPs

• State Specifications Section will provide 
guidance on formatting, etc.

• Contact Info 
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsoffice/staff.shtm

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsoffice/staff.shtm


Our NEXT Customer Survey

Next Time We Survey Our Local Agency Partners 
…
“Which of the Following Statements Best Describes the 
Feeling You Get When Trying to Use FDOT 
Specifications on Your Local Agency Projects?” 

a) A Royal Pain in a Very Sensitive Area!
b)An Itch I Just Cannot Scratch!

c)It is DEFINITELY a Pleasant and 
Enlightening Sensation!



Thank you!

Questions?


